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Bay Area Financial Planner Embraces
“Towards Aware and No-Harm Investing”
William Pitney, CFP® of FocusYOU attends Values-Centered
investing course offered by Essential Knowledge for Transition
SAN MATEO, CA (April 27, 2021) –William Pitney, CFP®, Founder and Principal of FocusYOU
completed the 10-week perspective-altering course “Towards Aware and No-Harm Investing” offered
through Essential Knowledge for Transition.
Pitney enrolled in the course after growing increasingly concerned and frustrated about the disconnect
between the conventional world of finance and the consequences witnessed in everyday life. This includes
the effects ranging from the environmental to societal and human interactions with the economy and each
another. “Every day we see the effects and live with the global consequences of the business as usual – the
growth for growth’s sake financial paradigm. This is unhealthy on many levels,” asserts Pitney.
The premise of “Towards Aware and No-Harm Investing” course is that the long-term survival of human
life on earth depends on our transition to an economic and financial system compatible with the reality of
a finite biosphere and with a just and compassionate society. Pitney agrees.
“Around the time of the Great Recession, I read an article in GOOD magazine about the Slow Money
movement that was about rebuilding our economy based on preservation and restoration of our food systems
and soil fertility,” said Pitney. He added, “I was excited about the ideas but at that time I did not have the
capacity to explore it further and learn how to get more involved at the local level.” He never forgot the
article. The final catalyst for Pitney was the devastating wildfires in Northern California in October 2017
and on the continuing onslaught of wildfires on the western U.S. since then.
For the last several years, Pitney has investigated many ESG and sustainable funds as potential solutions.
ESG funds are investments that use environmental, social, and governance factors when choosing in which

companies to invest. He stated, “I’ve been mostly underwhelmed and disappointed with what I’ve
discovered. It appears that most ESG solutions are nothing more than a marketing gimmick.”
In a July 2020 article posted by Morningstar, Pitney read about the proliferation of ESG funds. He said,
“On the surface this appears to be a good thing.” He continued, “But as Morningstar noted, investors face
challenges in determining what most of these so-called funds do because they use widely varying
nomenclature to describe their approaches and what they are permitted to invest in.” Pitney has uncovered
that many of the ESG funds have a significant investment in fossil fuel companies.
Pitney learned about “Towards Aware and No-Harm Investing” in September 2020. He enrolled
immediately, even before speaking with course creator Marco Vangelisti, a Chartered Financial Analyst.
Vangelisti, a former portfolio manager, told Pitney the course goes beyond anything he could imagine that’s
available in the traditional public markets. Vangelisti stated that the course will challenge financial planners
and advisors to reevaluate the current state of global finance and business-as-usual investing.
The course did that and so much more. First, the course showed the interconnections among conventional
finance and the capital markets with the unpriced natural capital and ecological limits. Next, the course
provided participants a deeper understanding of the relationships among aware, no-harm, and impact
investing. The course also offered tools to help participants develop their own personal investment
compass. Finally, the course offered some of the available investment alternatives that financial planners
and advisors can use to help their clients better align their investments with their deeply personal values.
Pitney said he recommends the course for anyone concerned about sustainability and making the world a
socially just, environmentally regenerative, and spiritually fulfilling human presence on planet Earth.
About William Pitney
William Pitney, founder, principal, and financial coach of FocusYOU in San Mateo and Santa Rosa,
California, has been serving clients as a professional financial planner since 2003. He is a member of the
Financial Planning Association, Sudden Money Institute, International Association of Registered Financial
Consultants, and Peninsula Estate Planning Council. Committed to a higher fiduciary standard of
excellence, he has passed a rigorous certification and examination process in order to earn the professional
designations of CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM professional and Certified Financial Transitionist.
FocusYOU delivers practical, fully integrated financial strategies and solutions to address the financial
planning needs of clients. For more information, visit FocusYou.com.
About Essential Knowledge for Transition (EK4T)
Essential Knowledge for Transition is an educational effort to deepen the general public’s understanding
of the economic system, the money system, and the financial system, empowering citizens to engage
democratically in the fundamental transformation of these systems. EK4T has offered guest lectures and
facilitated community conversations about the economic system, money and banking system and the
financial system since 2012. As of 2016, EK4T also offers investor education through a series of daylong
workshops around the US, designed to help individuals align their investments with their values. In 2017
the content of the Align Your Investments with Your Values workshop has been made available as a series
of webinars. For more information, visit EK4T.com
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